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PART II
CHAPTERII

RELEVANCY OF FACTS
Evidence may be given of facts in issue and relevant facts.

Evidence may be given in any suit or proceeding of the existence or non-
existence of every fact in issue and of such other facts as are hereinafter
declared to be relevant, and of no others.

Explanation. — This section shall not enable any person to give evidence
of a fact which he is disentitled to prove by any provision of the law for
the time being in force relating to Civil Procedure.
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Illustrations.

(a) Ais accused of receiving stolen goods knowing them to be stolen. It is proved
that he was in possession of a particular stolen article. The fact that, at the
same time, he was in possession of many other stolen articles is relevant, as
tending to show that he knew each and all of the articles of which he was in
possession to be stolen.

(b) A is accused of fraudulently delivering to another person a counterfeit
currency which, at the time when he delivered it, he knew to be counterfeit.

The fact that, at the time of its delivery, A was possessed of a number of
other pieces of counterfeit currency is relevant. The fact that A had been
previously convicted of delivering to another person as genuine a counterfeit

currency knowing it to be counterfeit is relevant.
(c) Asues B for damage done by a dog of B's, which B knew to be ferocious. The
fact that the dog had previously bitten X, Y and Z, and that they had made

complaints to B, are relevant.
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13. Facts bearing on question whether act was accidental or intentional.
When there is a question whether an act wag accidental af_intentional
or done with a particula€ knowledge or intention) the fact that such act

formed part of a| series of similar occurrences) in each of which the
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o Illustrations.

(a) Ais accused of burning down his house in order to obtain money for which it is insured.
The facts that A lived in several houses successively each of which he insured, in each
of which a fire occurred, and after each of which fires A received payment from a
different insurance company, are relevant, as tending to show that the fires were not
accidental.

(b) A is employed to receive money from the debtors of B. It is A's duty to make entries in
a book showing the amounts received by him. He makes an entry showing that on a
particular occasion he received less than he really did receive. The question is, whether
this false entry was accidental or intentional. The facts that other entries made by A
in the same book are false, and that the false entry is in each case in favour of A, are
relevant.

(c) A is accused of fraudulently delivering to B a counterfeit currency. The question is,
whether the delivery of the currency was accidental. The facts that, soon before or
soon after the delivery to B, A delivered counterfeit currency to C, D and E are relevant,
as showing that the delivery to B was not accidental.
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14. Existence of course of business when relevant.
When there is a question whether a particular act was done, the
existence of any course of business, according to which it naturally would
have been done, is a relevant fact.

e Illustrations.

(a) The question is, whether a particular letter was dispatched. The facts
that it was the ordinary course of business for all letters put in a certain
place to be carried to the post, and that particular letter was put in that
place are relevant.

(b) The question is, whether a particular letter reached A. The facts that it
was posted in due course, and was not returned through the Return
Letter Office, are relevant.




