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THR GUJARAT ESSENTIAL SERVICES MAINTENANCE ACT, 

1972.  

C O N T D N T S.  

SECTIONS. 

1. Short title, oxtent and commoncomont.  

2. Dofinitions. 

3. Power to prohibit strikes in certain 

employments.  

4. Penalty for illegal strikes.  

5. Ponalty for instigation etc.  

6. Penalty for giving financial aid to illogal 

strikes. 

7. Section 4, 5 or 6 in addition to disciplinary 

action. 

8. Power to arrest without. warrant and offences to bc 
non-bailable. 

9. Saving.  
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GUJARAT ACT NO. 23 OF 1972.1 *  

[THE GUJARAT ESSENTIAL SDRVICES MAINTENANCE ROT, 

1972.]  [12th Dcccmbcr, 1972.]  

Amondod' by Guj. 34 of 1980. 

An Act to provide for the maintenance of certain 

essential services and the normal life 

of the community.  

 
It is hereby enacted in the Twenty-third Year of tho 

Republic of India aa  follows :  

(1) This Act may be called the Gujarat 

Essential 

•Services Maintenance 

Act, 1372. 

Short title, extent and 

(2) It extends to the whole of 

 commence. ment. 

(3) It shall come into force at once. 

 2, (1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—

 Definitions: 

 
 (a) e 'essential service" means,— 

 

  (i) all employment under the State Governmenf 

(including all officers and servants of tho State 

Legislature Secretariat and of the High Court) ; 

 
 (ii) any other employmont or class of employment connected with 

matters  

 

the  Stato  
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with røspect to which the State Legislature has power to 

mako laws, in respect of which Statc Government igofopinion 

that strikes in such employmont or class of employment, 

would prejudicially affect .t,hc• maintenance of any 

public utility service, the public safety or the maintenancc 

of supplicg or ggrviccg essential to the life of the 

•community or would result in the infliction of grave 

hardship on tho community, and which the Stato Government 

declares, by notification in the Official Gazette, to bo an 

(Bßiicntip,l scrvigc for the purpose$• of this Act •  

 

"ßtriko" moans tho ccssation of work by body of 

persons employed in ar,y scrvico acting in combination 

or e, concerted refusal or a refugal under a common 

undorßt,anding of any number of porsons who aro or hovo 

been go cnnployod continuo to work or accept, 

omploynncnt, and includes— 

(i) to work ovørt)irno whoro' nucli work ig nocosgary for 

tho mainignancø of any gervico 

 or  retardation of wol in  gorvico. 

1. For Sim.ternent of Object,g und ItC11H011H' sec (Gujaraf, Government Gil'/,ette, 

IdxLra Ordinary, 

Port V, dated JIt)) December, 1972, p. 328, 

 Thig Aot  to by 0110 Governor' on t,ho , 12th Dooombor 1072. 

 Dsscnt,ial Scroiccs Maintenance Act, 1972 [1972:Guj. 23 

 2 Gujarat  

 (?) Dvory  ißhttocl undor sub-claust) (ii) of clouso @) of 

Power to pro.  3. (1) If the State Governmcn{; is satisfiod that in the public  it is 

hibit strikes 

in certain 

nocossary or cxpodiont so to do, it may, by g:ncr$.l or bl)ocial order, prohibit, 
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in scssion, and on 1,110 firtlt, day of tho commonccrnont, of tho noxt goggion of tho 

Logislat,uro if it iF not, in 80881011, and shall at tho oxpirafion  of forty from t,h'o (Into 

of it,}' boing 80 laid or from t,hg ro-t.ssombly of tho Stato Logislat,uro, us i;ho cogo may 

bo, unlogg boforc tho expiraå,ion of that, poriod a rosolul,ion approving tho iEBttd of 

1,110 nooification is passod by tho Stato Tgislatitu•o.  

 (a) no person employed in any essential service to which tho Order relates 

shall go or romain on striko • 

 

(b) 

any 

strike declared or commoncod, whothor before or after tho issue 

yoar, or with fino which may extend to one thousand rupoos, or with both. 

 

 

giving Penalty finan-for 6. Any person who knowingly cxponds 01' ea.ny monoy in furtherance 

cial aid to or support of a strike which is illegal undor this Act shall, on conviction, be illegal strikes.  

punißhod with imprisonmont for a t" rm which may oxtond to ono year, or with fino which may 

oxtond to ono thousand rupoos, or with •both.  

Section 4, 5 or 6 in addi- 7. Any action talcon under goction 'l, 5 or 6 shall not affect, and 

shall bo in 

employments.  

 

strikes in any essential servico specified in tho Ordori 

(2) An Order made undgr sub-section (1) shall bc published in 
such manner as thc Stato Government considovs best to bring it 
to the notice of the persons effected by the Ordor.   

(3) An 'Order made under sub-section (1) shall bo in force for six months only, 
byt tho State Government, may, by a liku Order, extend it for any period not 
oxcoeding six months if it is saoisfied i,he.t, in the public intorost it is necessary or 
expediont so to do. 

(4) Upon tho issue of ap Order undoi sub-section (1),— 

Penalty for 
illegal strikes. 

 

 of tho Order, by porsons omploycd in- any such sorvico shall be illegal. 

4. Any porson who commonccs a strike which is illogal under this Act or goos 

or remains on, or othorwiso takospart in, any such striko shall, on conviction, be 

punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or with 

fine which may oxtend to two hundrod rupees, or with both.  

Penalty for 
instigation 
etc.   

 

5. Any person who instigates orincites othor parsons to take part in, or otherwise 

acts in furtherance of, a Btrikc which is illegal undor this Act shall, on conviction, 

be punished with imprisonment for a term which may oxtond to one 

tion to disci. 

action. 

addition to, any action of digciplinary naturo or my consoquonco which may onsuo, 

.and to which any porgon may be liablo by the terms and conditions of his sorvioo 

or employmont. 
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 of 8. Notwithstanding  •in tho Codg of 

Criminal Proccduro,  

1S9S. 1898*any police officor m: porgon. who ig roagom.bly

 arrestPower to 

 

 

l. These brackets and words were inserted by Guj. 34 of 1980, S 2. 

 

 

PRINTED AT THE GOVERNMENT CENTRAL pruxss, GANDUINAGAR. 

 suspect,od of having conunit,tod any of[bnce unglor this Act",  all offoncog 
warrant f nd 

 undor this Act shall bo non-bailable. offences to 

be non-

bailable 

Born. 9. Nothing cont,ainod in this Act shall apply to employmont in any industry Saving. 
of 

1947. 
boing an industry which gonoratos olectricity for thc public or supplios or  

Act 
distributos electricity  tho public),] which thu provisions of tho Bombay  

No. 
of 

1947. 

Industrial Relations Act, 1946 or tho Industrial Disputos Act, 19117 apply. 
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